
Unity of Greater Hartford 
July 18, 2023 Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

2:00-4:00 p.m. – Church Library 

 

In Attendance: Reverend Christine Boylan; Deborah Giddings, President; Lynne 
Lennon, member at large; Rob Morehouse, Secretary; Natalie Real, member at large; 
Sue Smallidge, Vice President  
 
Call to Order – 2:06 PM  
 
Welcome & Pray In – Rev. Christine  
 
Affirm our Vision, Mission & Board Statement of Faith – Deborah  

• Members recited as a group. 
 
Divine Mind Prayer – Deborah 

• Members recited as a group, with individual prayer requests and affirmations for 
the Unity of Greater Hartford community and its children. 
 

Old Business: 

• Minutes of the Previous Month’s Meeting 
o Secretary confirmed that minutes of previous month were approved via email. 
o Suggestions/Requests to Secretary: 

• Distribute draft minutes earlier to allow for changes, corrections, additions. 

• Send “Final” version once all changes have been incorporated when 
members vote on the final version. 

 

• Sunday Board Member on Duty – Deborah 

o Discussion of what each thinks the position will entail 
▪ Deborah will put the list of responsibilities together 

o Program will begin August 6. 
o Schedule 

▪ Will need to take into consideration other responsibilities that may 
preclude participation by a particular Board member on a particular date, 
such as serving as chaplains, counting collection. 

▪ Rev. Christine will create a sign-up list for future use, and Lynne will be in 
charge of maintaining the schedule. 

▪ Sue will serve as Board Member on Duty on 8/6 with Natalie shadowing. 
  
Next Board Training  

• 9/23 – 9:00-12 noon - Community Room. 
  
Reports: 

• Minister – Rev. Christine 
o Zoom presentation for Eastern Region conference.  
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▪ Carolyn Fisher, Music Director, and Liston Filyaw (with the possibility of 
Debra Wilson) will participate in a Zoom presentation for Eastern Region 
conference on October 4. 

▪ Board members will be responsible for providing support and 
encouragement to participants and to encourage congregants to attend. 

▪ Rob made the motion, “to accept the invitation by Eastern Region to 
provide a half-hour Zoom presentation as part of their conference”.  The 
motion was carried unanimously. 

o Membership class 
▪ Three new participants joined the class this past Sunday. 

 

• Finance Committee – Kirk Smallidge via email. 
o The[RM1] report was reviewed by the Board, and discussion was held.  Any 

questions on the report were answered by Deborah who is a member of the 
Finance Committee.  

• Treasurer – Deborah  
o The[RM2] report was reviewed by the Board, and discussion was held with any 

questions answered by Deborah.  
 

New Business: 

• Report on construction/moving in/timeline for holding service in Sanctuary.  
o Discussion on ways Board members and others can help. 
 

• Mentoring program for new Board Members and potential Board Members. 
o Postponed to August meeting with follow-up at September Board Training as 

needed. 
 

• Book Study: “The 15 Commitments of Conscious Leadership” 
o Discussion of Commitment Three. 

 
Next Board Meeting 

• August 15th 2:00-4:00 PM in the Community Room. 
o Mentoring program for new Board Members and potential Board Members. 
o Consideration of the purchase of an AED for the facility. 

 
Meeting adjourned – 4:02 PM 

  
Pray Out – Lynne 
 
 
 
Robert E. Morehouse 
Board Secretary 
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THE FOLLOWING IS NOT PART OF THE MINUTES 
 

Explanation of Considerations I am taking into account, along with questions for you: 

 

1. Not related to the current meeting, but a comment on a past session 

a. Robert’s Rules of Order), 10th Edition (“The Rules”, going forward – I would like to get the 
most current version but am unable to at the present time – require that meetings allow for 
simultaneous communication, which is why email and text meetings are not permitted.  (The 
Rules, pages 79-80). 

 

2. “In small boards … most parliamentary rules apply, but certain modifications permitting 
greater flexibility and informality are commonly allowed.” (The Rules, page 9). 

 

3. Minutes 

a. “The name of the seconder of a motion should not be entered in the minutes unless 
ordered by the assembly”. (The Rules, page 453). 

b. “…‘Respectfully submitted’ … is not essential in signing the minutes.” (The Rules, page 
454). 

c. How do you feel about my recording only the first names of members in the text of the 
minutes, as full names have been used in the list of attendees?  If you would prefer that I use 
full names, I can easily do that. 

i.Additionally, would you like me to use names and titles (e.g., President, Secretary, etc.) when a 
person is performing AS the position they are in (for example, 

“Affirm our Vision… – Deborah Giddings, President” vs. “Affirm… – President” or “Affirm… – 
Deborah”  

d. The Rules state that the full and exact text of motions be entered into the minutes; 
however, I have paraphrased the motion I made, and may need to do the same with other 
motions.  I would need to be granted time to enter the exact text, and the maker of the motion 
would need to repeat the motion in order for me to do that.  If I AM permitted to paraphrase, 
corrections to the paraphrased motion would certainly be welcome when the draft minutes are 
sent out. 


