
Unity of Greater Hartford 
Board Meeting February 20, 2024 
10 AM to Noon Community Room 

Minutes 
 
Attendance: Reverend Christine Boylan; Deborah Giddings, President; Lynne Lennon, 
Member-at-Large; Rob Morehouse, Secretary; Natalie Real, Member-at-large; Sue 
Smallidge, Vice President 
 
Call to Order at 10:05 AM 

Welcome – Deborah 
Pray-In – Rev Christine 
 
Affirm our Vision, Mission & Board Statement of Faith  
Divine Mind Prayer – Board President, with members reading statements, and all 
making prayer requests 
 
Old Business: 

1.  Minutes of Previous Month  
a. Approved via email, per secretary 

2. Board Goal: Pray first and invite people in with an abundance of divine love and 
guidance 

a. Board members described how they had met this goal during the past 
month 

3. Nominating Committee – Lynne  
a. Three candidates: 

i. Maria Main 
ii. Angela Cimadon 
iii. Michelle Gornish 

b. Two 3-year openings, one 2-year opening 
i. If three candidates, the one receiving the fewest votes would be 

installed into the 2-year slot 
4. Cost of Living Adjustment for Staff 

a. Motion made by Sue, seconded by Rob, Passed Unanimously: 
i. “Retroactive to January 2024, Toni Bensco and Carolyn Fisher are 

to receive a Cost of Living Adjustment of 3.2% to their salaries.  
Any unpaid retroactive amount shall be paid as a lump sum.  The 
budget will be adjusted to  

1) reflect the projected salary amounts based on the COLA 
2) change ‘ADP’ to ‘Payroll’ and updated figures will be 

entered” 
5. Policies – Ad hoc Committee (Rob, Natalie, Sue) 

a. Recommendations of committee reviewed 
b. Rob to send an email with the policies that were revised by the committee 

to all Board members 
c. Board members are to use “Reply All” feature of email programs to 

present questions, suggestions for changes, etc. to the entire Board 
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d. A Zoom meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 5 at 9:30 to review all 
suggestions and potentially finalize the policies prior to the first meeting 
with the incoming Board 

  
Reports 

1. Minister’s Report 
a. Unity Sacred Circle Tuesdays 

i. First Tuesday of each month 
ii. A new program providing an in-person spiritual experience with 

like-minded seekers 
b. Christ Candle 

i. The Board had no objection to lighting the candle 
2. Finance Committee Report 

a. Sent out to Board via email 
 
New Business 

1. Church Tithing 
a. Types of Income and relation to tithing 

i. We do not tithe on restricted giving funds as the entire amount 
needs to be spent on the specified designation 

ii. We do not tithe on grant money 

iii. We tithe on regular income which includes Sunday Service, Rental 
– Other Community, Fundraisers (Building Fund/Library/Writers & 
Voices), and Hospitality 

iv. We tithe on other income less expenses. These include Classes, 
Workshops and Special Services 

b. Discussion as to whether to tithe on grant money has been tabled until 
March meeting 

2. AED 
a. Gratitude expressed to Lynne for her work towards realizing this vision 
b. CPR, Choking, and AED training 

i. Reverend Christine will send the Board her recommendations of 15 
individuals who might receive this training 

1) Of these, ten (10) individuals will receive training 
 
Pray Out: Deborah 
Meeting Adjourned at 12:04 PM 

 
Next Board Meeting: Saturday, March 30 from 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM in the Community 
Room.  To include:  

1. Board training for incoming Board members 
2. Finalized list for AED training 
3. Tithing on grant money 

 

Robert E. Morehouse, Secretary 


